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Mr. P r e s i d e n t , new b i l l s . (Read titles for the first time to
LB 1115-1122. Se e pages 325-27 of the L egislative Journal.)
That is all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank you. P roceeding then to the next bill,
LB 64 7 . Mr . Cl e r k .

CLERK: LB 647, Mr. President, by Senators Nelson and We s e l y .
(Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 23 of last
year. At that time it was referred to th~ Education Committee.
The Education C ommittee conducted its public hearing, advanced
t he bill to General FI le. I have no amendments to t he b i l l ,
Mr. P r es i d en t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you. To the bill then. Senator Nelson,
p lease .

SENATOR NELSON: Mr . Speaker, members of the body, this bill was
held over from last year. I simply realized that there was not
enough money to fund all projects and all bills that we wou l d
like to have so I had the bill held over until this year. The
bill primarily gives schools an incentive to con tinue their
vocational education p r ograms or to offer vocational education
programs. The bill is no alternative for kids choosing no t to
go on to a four-year college. I wan t you to know that. But
k ids d o n e e d t o get a h ead s t ar t , n ot j u st a j ob wi t h mi ni mu m
wage o r part-time wage, or as we are seeing now, more and more
n o fringe benefits of which then, of course, we all have to pa y
that. This bill is just not economics. It's not ju st
agriculture training or shop. It 's the opportunity for basi c
skills and to apply academic skills to complement their other
learning. Hig h schools need to explore t hese, expose t h e
student and th en he may real ize tha t later in life he, by
continuing his further education, that he is more employable and
more productive. I t's rather interesting. There was a graduate
follow-up survey conducted by the vocational education d irector
at Crete, Nebraska. I w il l not in essence and time go through
it word for word but in essence it was sent out to 300 gr aduate
students. The se students were within 150 miles of Crete, which
tells you that the students stay around Cr ete, Ne braska.
Seventy-three percent responded that the courses in vocational
education that they took in high s chool b e nefited t hem most.
Forty-six percent li sted o ne or mor e vocational course that
would benefit them today had they taken them in high school. I
think that that is a very interesting record and that was taken
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